a m coMMeMoRATION or 


= * 


| B. PT © 


Cl #Dr1ztD, 


m - 
8 Fa * 


i % 


* 


„ - 

8 | — mt 

: * " * 
de 5 


THOMAS PRENTISS, 4 x6 


the CONGREGATIONAL. CHVRrCH in /aid 


Fg di Io). 


"1; 
DISCOURSs 


INDEPENDENCE | 


#\ 


. 


4 


* 
0 r ” | * a | 


: 
= 4 As 4 
* „ d 
* — — -— CO N 


fs * 
= 
' 


DISCOURSE, &c 
A * 8 


IN his &fth chapter of che Epiſtle to che Gas 
Utlale, at the firſt verſe;- the Apolle Paul, 
chus addreſſes thoſe Chriſtians —— 


1c Stand ſaſt, therefore, in the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made w free, and be not entang. 


led again with the yoke of bondage.” 


. Taz words have particular reference to 
the Jewiſh ritual, the Law given by Moſes, This 
our Saviour had aboliſhed as a di at- 
tended with difficulty, and inconvenience, by reaſon 
of its numerous, its cand. ann 
rites and ceremonies. 

Cerpain judaiſing teachers, aches to te 
ancient, the long accuſtomed ſyſtem: of their fath» 
ers, were deſirous to reſtore it to its ſotmer influ- 
ence and authoritꝶ and accordingly enjoined it, as 
a matter of * pa and importance. 


* 


CEP 
JzALovs for their trueſt intereſt, the Apoſtle 
| would have them feel, the ſuperior worth, and ex- 
cellence, of the ſtate to which they were brought 
by the Goſpel, and ſtand faſt in the Liberty where- 
with they were made free. 3 
Taz obligation is by no means confined, to the 
religious liberty, which by the Goſpel, Chriſt has 
ſecured to his Diſciples; it extends equally to the 
civil rights, and advantages, which flow from him, 
as the conſtituted governor among the nations.— 
In'his exalted ſtate, Jeſus the Son of God, has all 
power, in heaven, and on earth—he is made head, 
over all things, for. the Church he conducts, the 
various events of providence, with a view to the fi- 
nal eſtabliſhment, and glory of his kingdom, —by , 
Him kings reign, and princes decree juſtice. All 
the kingdoms of the world are under his cammand, 
| tho many of them are, as yet, wholly unacquainted 
1 id, and others, proudly, refuſe to. own and f- 
| mit to, him, yet the time is coming, when the king. 
dom, ang dominion, and the greatnefs of the king. 
dom under the whole heaven, ſhall be given, to the 
people, of the ſaints of the moſt high, and all na- 
tions ſhall ſerve, and obey him. Then he fhall 
| reign'over a willing, and obedient people, In the 
| mean time, for that univerſal prevalence of his 
| kingdom, he is preparing the way, by many, and 
| ſurpriſing revolutions, in humgg affairs; and in 
1 oppoſition to all the deſigns, combinations of 
his enemies, he will eſtabliſh an univerſal dominion, 
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of truth, righteouſneſs, and peace in the earth. He 
will put down all rule, and authority ; break every 
oppreſſive yoke ;—the world of mankind, will be 
united, as one family, inthe moſt cordial affection; 
nation, will not lift up ſword, againſt nation; 
wars and deſolations will ceaſe ;—each portion of 
the human race, independently free, from the do- 
minion, and controul, of all others, in the full 
poſſeſſion, of the moſt valuable rights, and liberties, 
both civil, and religious, will fit under their own, 
vine, and fig tree, and none, ſhall make them afraid. 
To ſuch a happy ſtate of things, the prophetic 
pages of | divine revelation aſſure us, the world is 
progreſſing, under the conſtituted government, of 
the Prince of Peace. In ſuch quietude, and hap- 
pineſs, the commotions, and tumults, the diſor- 
ders and confuſion, which have hitherto, fo 
generally prevailed on earth, will terminate, when 
Chriſt ſhall take to himſelf his great power, and 
reign king of nations, as he is king of ſaints. 
Tus wiſe, obſerving Chriſtian, cannot but dif. 
cern, in the mighty events of providence, the ful. 
filment of prophecies; and from their conſpicuous 
accompliſhment, in paſt, and paſſing ſcenes, will de- 
rive high confirmation to his faith, and hope, re- 
ſpecting thoſe, which time, has not yet illuſtrated, 
AmoNG the great, and intereſting events, which 
have paſſed under the ggorat government of God the 
American Revolutiol holds a very conſpicuous 
Place, 
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_ Taz Day we celebrate, has formed a new, and 
important Epoch, in the hiſtory of the world ; an 
Era, memorable, not only in the annals of our own, 
but, almoſt equally, diſtinguiſhed in the computa» 
dons of other countries. 
SS by that hap» 


py event we were ſet at liberty, together with the 
ſubſequent bleſſings, and advantages, of our inter- 


citing ſituation, have juſt. claim, on the preſent oc- 
Faſion, to our grateful recollection.— Nor will 
it be-unſuitable, to ſuggeſt a few thoughts, on the 
beſt adapted means, of ſecuring and -perpetuating, 
the liberty, with which we were made free, 

Tux Yoke of Bondage, was a foreign Govern- 


ment, at the diſtance of three thouſand miles A 


government in which our country was not repre- 


| ſented; in the councils, and deciſſions of which, 


it had no voice ; over which it had no influence, 


+ The claim of that foreign government was noe 
thing leſs, than the abſolute and unlimited right, to 


cenact laws, binding upon us in all caſes whatſo- 


erer 
Ir was not ſomuch the rigor, Vith which that claim 


had hitherto been exerciſed, or the actual burdens, 


- which. its operation had then produced, as its prin» 


"_ which excited alarm, and called forth a de» 
. termined ſpirit of oppoſition, for the principle, once 
" admitted, and eſtabliſhed, would n com · 
plaint of ſubſequent evils. | 
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80 long as we were dependent on Great Britain, 
we were, neceffarily, ſubjected to her feelings, and 
views, and ſubſervient, to her intereſt: all our 
public meaſures, muſt be of ſuch complexion, and 
tendency, as to ſuit her convenience, and accord 
with her advantage: our laws, muſt be ſanctioned 
by the royal aſſent, before they could operate; our 
navigation and commerce, were under reſtrictions, 
which regarded her own, rather than our emolu- 
ment.— Through her hands alone, were we allow- 
ed, to receive the productions, or manufadctures, 
of any other nations; and the artieles, in any in- 
ſtances, obtained from them muſt be carried to 


ſome one of her ports, however difficult, and cir - 


cuitous the voyage, nm 
to ours. 

MaNurac runs, of various, and —— 
W were either totally prohibited, or carried on 
under reſtrictions, by which their OR was, 
greatly diminiſhed. 

In addition to theſe evils, it was a * un- 
happineſs, that our connexion with Britain, render- 
ed us, neceſſarily, ſharers, in all the wars, in which, 
on any account, ſhe was engaged, with different 
nations of 'the earth. We were not at liberty to 
judge of their neceſlity, expedience, or juſtice, but, 
upon her declaration of hoſtilities, were immedi- 
ately involved in all the calamitous effects, and 
ſubjected to the full weight of all the conſequences. 
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80 long as wo pere an acknowledged part of the 
2 to diſpute her authority, or diſobey her 
orders, was denominated treaſon, and rebellion, 
and ſubjected us, to her indignation, and reſents 
ment. If, indeed, ſhe had a right to command, 
the muſt have, an equitable claim, to puniſh every 
act, of diſobedience, to her authority, _ 

Tuts was a yoke of bondage, from which noth- 
nom ar 
us free. | 

Io diſſolve the ties by which the two countries $ had 
been held in connexion, was not the original de- 
| fign, of the patriotic leaders in our revolution. An 
amicable adjuſtment, of all matters in diſpute 
was attempted, by repeated petitions, and the moſt 
ſolemn aſſurances of cheerful ſubjeQion, to an 

_ equitable, juſt, and conſtitutional exerciſe of au- 

| thority.' Hence, for more than a year, preceding 
the declaration of Independence, a defenſive war, 

was carried on by our country, in hope of accom- 

Bur when all profpe& failed ; when uncondi- 
tional ſubmiſſion became the evident, the only al- 
ternative, with manly firmneſs, the galling yoks 
was diſdained, and the ediQ, of perpetual ſepara- 
tion, paſſed and ſigned. 

Ox that intereſting octaſien, | it is ſaid, HAN- 
COCK, then Preſident of Congreſs, appeared in 
their hall, with his pen; in one hand, and a ſword 
in the other, 
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Ha vzx, by its ſmiles, appeared to approve the 
ed, and by remarkable interpoſitions, gave it full 
effect: all nations acceded to it; and by a peace, 
as honorable, as it was advantageous, all diſputes 
wete terminated, and amity reſtored, between the 
now, diſmembered branches of the empire. 

Maxx, and great, are the ſubſequent advantages, 
of our independent rank among the nations, 

To act for ourſelves ; to fay how we will be 
governed; who ſhall rule over us; by what laws 
and regulations, we will be reſtricted; to regulate 
our own commerce; to eſtabliſh ſuch manufactures, 
as we may judge the ſtate of out country to 
admit; to form ſuch connexions with other na- 
tions, as we think proper, and uſeful ; to deliber- 
ate freely, and without reſtraint, on all important 
national queſtions ; to conſult our national intereſt, 
und proſperity, and adopt all ſuch meaſutes, as in 
ouf eſtimation, ars conducive to the great end. 
Wr are at liberty, if we pleaſe, to extend our 
commerce to every part of the globe; and in all 

ſeas, the flag which diſplays the ſovereignty, of out 
— republick, has been wayed :—among 
the nations in the fout quarters of the earth, it has 
deen generally reſpected. Tov almoſt every land 
inhabited by human beings, ſavage or civilized, 
have been wafted the fruits of American induſtry, 
word r ans ir 1 of 


» ” 


| country, which is under its adminiſtration. 1 


to ) 

"tn the original compact or or confederation, as 
ſoon found, a want of energy and authority, Tuff 
cient to carry into effet the reſolutions, whick 
were conceived important to the national ſecurity, 
and happineſs. a 

WHILE each flate in the union, by . Rh 
comply with the views, and wilhes, of the by 
government, could obſtruct, or defeat the object i in 
view, nothing could be, certainly, eleded 
for chat inefficient ſyſtem; the federal conſtitution, 
became a happy ſubſtitute. No ſooner | was it 
adopted, than it gave. a new complexion to the 
union, producing a meaſure of proſperity unknown 
to ourſelves, and, almoſt to any other country. 
Thoſe who, at firſt, had theif doubts, repetting 


the expediency or utility, of ſome of i its branches, 


by its operation, and effedts, were ſoon convinced, 


and heartily approved. it. An higher evidence Can. 


not be given, or. deſired, of the excellence of any 


In 


fl ſtem. of gover nment, than the proſperity of the 


. 422 


„ SyovEns | in theory, may make a pleaſing, 2 


promiſing appearance, but thoſe f. [yſſems, are cer- 


tainly beſt, which, in their operation, produce the 
greateſt | ſhare of national enjoyment, and happineſs. 
In this reſpect our nation bas not as yet, and we 
hare reaſon to. believe, will not i in forure, find, oc· 
caſion, to regret its adoption. One of its peculiar 
excelleficies, which may juſtly ſecure it the confi- 
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\ 
| dence of every American, is, that i it carries with it 
proviſion, for ſuch amendments, and alterations, as 
che ſtate of the union, or the wildes and views e of 
the. people, ſhall at any time require. n 
„Faou a government. thus ſubjected to reviſion, 
and an adminiſtration liable, by the ſuffrages of 2 
free and enlightened people, to he periodically, and 
frequently changed, there is nothing to be feared. 
While its praiſes, are reſounded thro the nations 00 
the earth, juſtly may it be expected from the citi- 
ens of qur own, country, to receive cheerful, and 
zealous ſupport, On this ane bottom, American 
are all embazxked, However diverſified. i in opinion, 
reſpeQing particular mealures, the independence, 
the liberties, and conſtitution of gur country, it js 
preſumed, all muſt wiſh to preſerve. The means 
moſt canducive, under providence, to this great 
and deſirable end, let us now briefly ſuggeſt. 
Ius f irſt, obvious, and intereſting idea, which 
preſents to our minds, is, a firm belief, and deyout 
acknowledgment, of GOD, and Providence, with 


a conſequent humble regard, to hy ade, and 


duties of religion. 

Monzxx philoſophilts, renoupong. the ide of, A 
God, and Providence, have ſubltituted the apmes 
Nature, Fate, and Fortune.“ They ſuggelt, 


chat the idea of a monarch above, as inconſiſtent, 


with the preſer vation of a republick below, that 
nature is the only ſupreme being; and the 


— 
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only providence, the aſſociation of mankind, 
in liberty, and equality; ; that man when free, 
wants no other divinity than himſelf : that reaſon 
dethrones, both, the kings of the earth, and the 
| king of heaven; that every other republick, than 
that of atheiſts, is a chimera. It rejeQs divine re-. 
velation ; reprobates the inſtitutions, and ordinan- 
ces of religion; aboliſhes the Chriſtian ſabbath 3 
ſets men at liberty, from all the obligations of pi- 
_ ety, and morality ; opens wide the door to every 
ſpecies of licentiouſneſs, vice and folly ; a philoſo- 
phy “ falfly'fo called,” which teaches the gloomy 
idea, that © death is an everlaſting ſleep.“ 
Tunosz licentious principles and opinions, which 

| are ſubverſive of the foundations of all religious, 
moral and ſocial obligations, which have a'tendency, 
to promote profanity, and irreligion; degrade the 
character of man, and deprive him of his hopes of 
felicity in a future, and better life“ theſe are a 

t ſource of greateſt danger to our country. The axt- 
ful and induſtrious diſſemination, of ſuch prin- 

- Eiples, and opinions among our citizens, is believ- 
ed to be, a political engine, in high operation at 
the preſent crifls, agalnſt our yepublican conſtitution. 
© WovLy we'ſtand faſt in our liberty, civil and 
religious, it concerns us carefully to watch, and 
firmly to withſtand, thoſe baneful prineiples : for 
; would we renounce the God of our fathers; ſhould 


we give up the ſyſtem of religion, the inſtitutions, 
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and worſhip, for the free enjoyment of which, they 
ſuffered every hardſhip, in the original ſettlement 
of our country, what could we reaſonably expect, 
but that he will forfake us, and give up this cod 
| Inheritance to reproach ? 

{ ATaz18M, infidelity, and vice, may, under the 
righteous government of God, be ſuffered to proſ- 
per for a time; but it is the declaration of eternal 
. truth, which the events” of 'ages have confirmed 

and illuſtrated, that righteouſneſs exalteth a na- 

tion, but ſin is the reproach of any people.” By 
prevailing impiety, and irreligion, a holy God may 
be provoked to withdraw his protection, and guid» 
ance ; he may' give up our councils, to blindneſs 
and deluſion, or our citizens to a ſpirit of jealouſy 
and diſaffection, until the inſidious arts, of ſecret 
dlilguiſed enemies, involve us in the © incalculable 
miſchief, and miſery, they have brought on other 

countries. Let the breaſt, then, which is fired 
with a patriotic ardor, for the independence, and 


liberty of our country, for the preſervation of its 
privileges, civil and religious, be impreſſed with the 
great"idea, of a God, and Providence, and be ac- 
tively engaged, in the cauſe of pure religion. 
The truly good man, is the beſt friend of his coun- 
try, the moſt energetick ſupporter of its indepen- 
dence and happineſs. A wiſe, virtuous, and reli- 
tzious people, cannot be miſerable, becauſe God 
will never forſake them * he may viſit their ic tranf. 
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geffions with ſtripes, and their iniquities with the 
rod, but his loving kindneſs he will nat take fem 
them, nor ſuſfex his faithfulneſs to fail,” 

E 
ed, 1 dd 2 5 

To the ne dee and 
Liberty, lt is of high importance we ſhould poſſeſs, 
— Ek oY ſpirit, and act, 
Tun id, ds . independertyorple,- 
ſhould'be' ſubjefted to the will, or devoted to the 
political views, and e ee. 
is prepoſterous, and ahſurd. 

ii abe prefent-tate of om oogntry, en 


| efien alledgrd that part cf its citizens, arg acting 


under the jnfluence, and with a view to the intereſt 
of Britain, and part as guidad by aſſection to, and 
intereſted in, the meaſures of France, - The idea, 
on che one fide, and on the ther, is probably pro 
duced, rather by the prejudices, and ſuſpicions of 
party, than by the real views of either. But it 
any are. aftuated by ſuch foreign attachments; on 
the one hand, or on the other, Hcruple not to dil- 
ſent frem bath; both are wrang-.. The intereſt of 
our aun cauntry, ought 20 he Ahe united. object af 
its citizens, We can be no other wiſe intereſted in 
the politicks, or convulſioxs of Lurqpe, than, as men, 
aud Chriſtians, 10 feel for the, miſeries, in which 
miſguided councils, and ambilipus wens, inv ohε⁴e 
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. Placed at the diſtance of a thoufarid lotus; 
why ſhould we, be guided by thetr polticks, ot 
embroiled in their tonitefſts ? N 

Ir is, indeed, defirable, and important, to have 
a friendly, commercial, intercourſe with all, but 
political ties with none: to vindicate, and maintain, 
our conſtitution, government, and liberties, againft 
the interfering claims 'of every power 'on earth 3 
to admit no foreign irifluence'itito our couneils; 
to have no national attachments. Thils, it is pre- 


ſumed, is characteriſtick of the great body of the 


people thro the United States: in principle, as well 
as in name, they are Americans, attached to their 


country, and their country's cauſe ; engaged in de- 
fence of its government, its conſtitution, and the 


authorities, which are fanQtioned by the public 
voice; diſpoſed to render to all, the honour, reſpect, 
and ſubjeQion, which their ſtations juſtiy demand 3 
and, under the Ready. adminiftration, of the gov- 
ernment they have choſen, to lead a 1 and 
peaceable life.” GY 

Sen an independent ſpirit, Fe ES muſt 
have a happy tendency to ſecure our natiotial dig- 
nity and happineſs ; for when the body.of the peo- 
ple, are actuated by ſuch patriotick concern, for the 
proſperity of their country, it will have a ſalutary 


Influence on their ele ion of men to the high and 


important ſtations, in government; it will 
them to fix their attention on the able and ae 


* 
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of the land—on men of known * approved 
principles on men ot religion, and integrity on 
men © who fear God, and hate covetouſneſs ;” 
who will not ſacrifice, the cauſe entruſted to them, 
to the intrigues, or menaces of any foreign power. 
Up the contrivance and management of 
men, a government, perfect in its ſyſtem, or admin« 
iſtration, is not to be expected: in point of princi- 
ple, and execution, ours has, probably, the feweſt 
imperfeQions of any now exiſting. [\ 
A A _coxsTITUT10N, formed under all the advan- 
tages of cool deliberation, adopted after the fulleſt 
diſcuſſion of its principles, its excellences and de- 
fects; and fince its adoption, committed, by the 
very united ſuffrages of a diſcerning people, to the 
adminiſtration of men, kighly diſtinguiſhed for tal- 
_ ents, and integrity. 
From his choſen retirement, a WASHINGTON, 
who had ſucceſsfully led its armies, was firſt called 
| to preſide over the councils and intereſts of his 
country. When he wiſhed, again to relinquiſh the 
cares of publick life, ADAMS, was deſignated to 
the high, and important truſt. The repeated ſuf- 
frages of a well informed people, conſtitute theit 
higheſt eulogy. The world has, long fince, known 
and proclaimed, their worth. Under their ſteady 
pilotage, the American bark, has been hitherto 
cond , with ſuch prudent caution, . amidſt * 


hreatning tempeſts, 17 dangers, as to have eſeap- 


. 
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ad the | convulſions of Europe. Their tried patri- 
otiſm, their approved wiſdom, and firmneſs, enti- 
tle them to the confidence of their brethren : 
and may juſtly inſpite the pleaſing hope, that by 
the guidance of the mighty Councellor, they will 
yet be enabled, in the high places they reſpective- 
ly fill, to lead us in paths of peace, and ſafety. 
A good degree of confidence in thoſe, who by 
the public voice are placed in any diſtinguiſhed ſta- 
tions, is of high importance, to the operation, ind 
continuance, of free republican governments. A | 
ſpirit of diſtruſt and jealouſy, leads directly to an- 
archy; while the miſeries reſulting from popular 
commotions, and tumults, tend naturally, to arbi- 
trary government, To the preſervation of our 
independence, and peace, it is then, peculiarly im- 
portant, that our civil guides, ſhould youu whe | 
confidence of the people. 
N and harmony may be july confidered 
ther eminently important means, of preſerv- 
r independence, and liberty. A divided peo- 
— muſt be always unhappy, always in danger. 
It is a maxim of eternal truth. A kingdom di- 
vided againſt itſelf, cannot ſtand.” E !ere may 
indeed be diverſity of opinions, and yet the com- 
monwealth recelve no detriment; but if oppo.” 
| on of opinion, be ſuffered to produce alienation 
of heart, to iſſue i in rancorous feelings,” to break 
forth in hard names; A invectives, i in . 


* 


Led 


r 
0. is, and contention, the beſt cate will be 


e 
r be excuſed, if e a 


1 * Uderty to ſuggeſt an apprehenſion, that on both 


Rides of our political diſputes, a ſpirit of party has 
been much too warm, and carried 100 far. On 
both fides, probably, many things have been ſlid, 
wad done, more from an oppoſition” of feelings, 


| neee 


AIs it not high dme that bitterneſs, wrath, anger, 
| dlamour, and evil ſpeaking, together with al mal- 
| doe be laid afide; and chat as imperfect beings, ſen- 


| fible we ar alike ſubjected, to error, and miſtake, 
er be kindly aſſectionate, one towards another, cand- 


id-and forbearing ; that if we differ in opinion, we 
may at leaſt agree unitedly to refer the public cauſe, 
in which we are equally intereſted, to the decifion 
of Providence, under the management of thoſe, 
bo are providentially entruſted. with its guidance 
and direction. The right of govertment, we 
muſt all agree, is veſted in the conſtituted authori- 
lies, in thoſe who. are ſelected to that particular bu- 
finels, by the voice of the people; nor can there 
he reaſon to ſuppoſe, other claſſes: of men are more 
competent to judge of our national intereſts, or 


more likely to gyide them with wiſdom, and fidelity. 


—The. right to inſpect the conduct of rulers, and 
with decgnt freedom, remark on public meaſures, 
vil not be denied; | it iv of eee to a 


n 

free government. But if under this idea, men in 
office are miſrepreſented, defamed, and reproach- 
ed, the principle of liberty is certataly loſt, in an 
odious, and criminal licentiouſneſs, vs 
us liberty, of the Preſs, every trüb American 

willadyocate ; but no ſober minded and intelligent 
perſon can ſuppoſe, that liberty to conſiſt in the 
right of publiſhing, indiſcriminately, truth, and 
falſehood ; of caſting abroad fire brands, arrows, 
and death; or giving vent to turbulent and re- 
ſentful paſſions. As well might we ſuppoſe true 
liberty, of action, to conſiſt, i in doing to-thoſe whom 

' we diſlike, whatever aur reſentments may dictate; 
| in dealing about our blows, o the wounding, and 
. injury, of their perſons, ...__ . 

Tus din inckion between liberty; and licentoutnet.. 
is of the.utmaſt importance, and ought to be ſacred- 
ly, regarded, — add, for the preſervation of 
our independence, and liberty, it may become ne- 
; 4 . make occaſional proviſion, for national 
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| * is "the x, WF ſtate of the world tuch the 
; corruption and depravity of the human character, 
that diſputes will ariſe, Miſunderſtandings, mo- 
tiv of national intereft „honor, ambition, and pride, 
wi foment diſputes, and contentions. "The m 


41.4 pacifick, and inoffenſive people, vill not always 


have it in their power, to give fatisfaftion to fur. 
rounding nations; to a A part, ſo n im- 


©, 
* 


C 
piurtial, eſpeclally/ in ſeaſons of previilitig conteſts, 
and jealouſies, as to fecure them from the diſplea. 
ſure, and reſentment, of one, or other, of che R577 
tending nations. | 9 | 65 | 7 
Ix all ſudlects of difference, to love We 8 
attfieable negociation, is wiſe, and virtuous, and em- 
inetly becoming Chriſtian nations. But unhap- 
pily, this deſirable mode, is not always ſucceſsful. 
Wttra regret, we have found, repeated over- 
tures, from our Government, to fall. Such; how- 
ever, is the ardor of the Supreme Executive, for 
peace, that Envoys are, a third time, appointed for 
the i important purpoſe. Joyful will it be to every 
American, ſhould it iſſue in the termination 'of all 
unpleafan feelings, and diſputes, in cordtal recon 
ciliation, and friendſhip. But what is ſo likely to I 
produce ſucceſsful negoclation, aSvigorous prepara. | 
© tions to repel koſtile aggreſſions, and put our coun- 


try in a reſpectable ſtare of defence? 
On that divine Being, who ks vita Get 


rank of an independent natign, | ſhould be Gut fu- 


| 1 — 


| 

| 

preme, and ultimate reliance, for the preſervation. . 
c 

\ 

t 


of our molt. precious intereſts, But we are bot 


called, like Iſrael of old, on an extraordinary occa- 
fon, tos 80 and ſtill and ſee the falyation of the 
Lord. „ Ati is. dhe duty of our cixil rulers, to be — 


tentive to | the,. dangers which may threaten u; N 
to af, as fait] 1 guardians | of our liberties, . 0 


and 4 religious.” © Much eaſier is it, to pur off the 


j „ 


„„ 
harneſs; to urn ibaa? ellen Wendt 
ſhall be manifeſt they are unneteſſary, than to pro · 
vide them in the exigeney ef a moment. 
Tu faithful watchmun, ſtunding n the ſum. 
mit of a tower, may eſpy a cloud, no ſargerſthan a 
hand, eollecting with ſtorm,” and tempeſt, whüle 


thoſe who are in the vallies, and plains below, en- 
gaged in the common buſineſs, and occupations of 


life, may be inſenſible of the danger, until it is rea- 
dy to burſt upon them. Watchman, what of 
the night ?—is a queſtion proper to be addreſſed to 
civil, as well as religious guides; the warnings of 
either, ſhould not be diſregarded. ; 

Lr us, eſpecially, hear the voice of God, addref- 
ſing us by his word, and providence, as a people 
who have been highly, favoured, with penitent 
hearts, let us return into him from whom we have 
revolted, - Let the Celebration of this day, as it has 
been begun with religious and devout acknowledg- 
ment, of the,God of our Fathers, be throughout, 
obſerved with decency, ſobriety, and temperance ; 
that while we advocate a Chriſtian obedience, and 
ſubjection, to the laws, and inſtitutions, of our 
country, none may have occaſion to reproach us 
with any iftegularity, or diſorder, in violation of 
the commands of God.———Let us venerate the 
inſtitutions, and ordinances, of Chriſt; be deeply 
impreſſed with a ſenſe our obligations to him for 
our civil, and religious privileges. 


— Theſe are 
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| ar, * ſence be within thee.” . -* Becauſe of the 
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